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mented by a better notion of the liberty of human per-
sonality, an improvement that we owe to individualism.

It follows that the dividing line between the individual
and the social will, and between the broader and narrower
aspects of the latter, is not hypothetical, but actual, not extra-
conscious, but clearly present to consciousness. The will
and the ideational content of consciousness are individual,
so far as they are peculiar to the individual personality;
they belong to a social will, so far as they are common to
a society of individuals. If the individual soul consists
wholly in actual psychical functioning, and not in a separately
existent substrate, we are justified in ascribing to the social
will a degree of reality not less than that of the individual
will. Moreover, the historical continuity between our minds
and those of other ages is real just so far as it is represented
in consciousness. The unity of our life with that of past
and future races is real, and not merely apparent, as
psychological atomism supposes it to be. Culture and his-
tory form a true common life, not a mere chance resultant
of innumerable forces whose contact is purely external, and
whose ultimate ends are widely diverse.

But in the totality of psychical development all individual
wills have not the same importance. Here, as elsewhere, the
law holds good: so much actuality, so much reality. The
individual will that appropriates' the ideas and tendencies
which govern the whole, and brings them to * self-conscious
operation in its own activity, does more than merely fulfil the
social will. It gains the power to stamp society with its
own characteristic and individual features. Hence a theory
like Hegel's historical philosophy, which regards the social
will as the sole objective ethical force, and holds that the
function of the individual will is merely an unconscious par-
taking in and fulfilment of the social will, is an>o?e<&&iingly
partial view of the truth. Such a theory is a complete